LEINSTER LEAGUE V BELFAST @ DISTRICT LEAGUE 29TH MARCH ‘08

TEAM 1;  TIBAR, OWEN REDMOND, MARTIN FITZPATRICK

TEAM 2;  BARNEY MOLONEY, TOM BURKE, MICK CUNNINGHAM

TEAM 3;  ROBBIE DAVIS, IAN RITCHIE, JIMMY FLEMING

The annual match against the Belfast League took place in Sportsco on Sat 29th March and many thanks to the ESB club for the use of all their equipment on the day.

This was an all male affair as the Belfast league had no ladies to compete so the Leinster League format was played with each player playing three singles each.

Team 1 didn’t get off to a good start for Leinster with Owen Redmond losing easily to Pat Cash but Tibar won the next one very comfortably.  Martin Fitzpatrick then lost a very tight 5 setter but again Tibar came to the rescue beating Jack Cash in straight sets.  Owen lost a close 4 setter and again Martin was on the losing end of another 5 setter.  That made the score 2-4.  Leinster made a remarkable recovery winning the next three games to win the match 5-4.  A very good and very entertaining match.

Team 2 got off to a terrible start losing the first three games but both Tom’s and Barney’s games were 5 setters and could have gone either way.  Mick also lost a close game in the 4th set.  Barney then beat Andrew Davies 11/9 in the 5th set to put Leinster on the score board.  Tom Burke was very unlucky to lose to Barry Dickson 11/13 in the 5th set but Mick Cunningham had a great match against Ted Mahaffy winning it in the 5th set which made the score 2-4.  Barney won his next match easily and Mick was involved in another 5 setter winning it 11/9 to make the score 4-4 and all to play for.  Unfortunately for Leinster Tom lost to Ted 11/9 in the 4th set in another very close game which made the final score 4-5.  Another very enjoyable match.

Team 3 got off to a better start than the other two teams with Robbie Davis winning the first one for Leinster.  Two 5 setters followed with Ian and Jimmy losing 9/11 and 8/11 respectfully.  Ian came out on top in another 5 setter making the score 2-2.  Robbie won the next one beating Jim Stirlin and although Jimmy lost his next one in straights it was very close 9/11, 9/11 and 10/12.  That made the score 3-3.  Leinster lost the next two and again Jimmy was unfortunate to lose to Brian 12/14 in the 5th set.  Robbie beat Chris in the last game which made the overall score 4-5.

The Table Tennis in the three matches could not have been better and all matches were played in a very sporting manner and you would have been hard pushed to see better table tennis anywhere. 

 Well done to all the players and I’m very glad I was there to see and enjoy all the games.  It was most enjoyable afternoon and it was a pity there were not a few more spectators there to support the teams.

                                                                                                 Terri Mc Keon

                                                                                                 Hon Secretary

