2009

BELFAST & DISTRICT LEAGUE
versus

LEINSTER LEAGUE

MATCH TOOK PLACE ON SATURDAY 21ST MARCH IN BELFAST
DIVISION 1

BRIAN DEVEREUX, DAVE BUTLER, ALAN O’REILLY

DIVISION 2

DARA MELINN, SABINA DEVEREUX, STEPHEN KEENAN

DIVISION 3

SHAY O’ REILLY, DAVE GIBBONS, NOAH HUNG

.

DIVISION 1:  THE SCORE SUGGESTS THIS WAS AN EASY MATCH FOR BELFAST.  NOT SO.  BRIAN LOST THE FIRST MATCH 14/12 IN THE 5TH SET TO PETER JAMESON.  ALAN O’ REILLY’S MATCH WAS ANOTHER CLOSE ONE.  HE WAS LEADING 10/9 IN THE 4TH SET AGAINST PHILIP CLARKE WHEN PHILIP HIT THE NET POST AND THE BALL FELL ON THE OPPOSITE SIDE OF THE TABLE.  HE LOST THAT 13/11  ALAN’S OTHER TWO MATCHES AGAINST PETER JAMESON AND WILLIE CHERRY WERE SO CLOSE THEY COULD HAVE GONE EITHER WAY.  EVENTUALLY LEINSTER GOT A WIN WITH DAVE BUTLER BEATING PETER JAMESON 11/9 IN THE 5TH SET.  OVERALL A MUCH CLOSER MATCH THAN WHAT THE SCORE LINE SUGGESTS.   RESULT 8 – 1

DIVISION 2:  THIS MATCH GOT OFF TO A GOOD START WITH DARA MELINN BEATING BOBBY DICKSON IN STRAIGHT SETS.  SABINA LOST IN THE 4TH SET TO JACK CASH BUT STEPHEN BEAT ROY COARD IN THE 4TH SET TO MAKE IT 2-1 FOR LEINSTER.  DARA LOST THE NEXT ONE TO JACK CASH 11/9, 16/14, 11/9.  DARA WAS ON THE WRONG SIDE OF A FEW NET BALLS AND COULD AS EASILY HAVE BEATEN JACK.  STEPHEN LOST THE NEXT ONE IN THE 4TH SET WHICH LEFT LEINSTER TRAILING 3-2.  SABINA CAME GOOD IN HER NEXT MATCH AGAINST ROY COARD WINNING IT  IN THE 4TH SET AND STEPHEN BEAT JACK IN ANOTHER THRILLER 11/4, 13/15, 9/11, 11/13.  DARA WON THE  MATCH FOR LEINSTER BY BEATING ROY COARD IN STRAIGHT SETS.  A VERY ENJOYABLE MATCH.   RESULT 4-5.

DIVISION 3;  THIS MATCH HAD TO BE THE MOST EXCITING AND THE CLOSEST OF THE THREE.  IT WAS PLAYED OUT OF ORDER AS A PLAYER WAS MISSING FROM THE BELFAST TEAM.  IT COULDN’T HAVE STARTED WITH A BETTER MATCH – DAVE GIBBONS AGAINST TED MAHAFFY.  DAVE WON THE FIRST TWO SETS, LOST THE NEXT TWO AND WAS BEAT 19/17 IN THE 5TH SET.  SAHY O’ REILLY BEAT TED AND TIEGO BOTH IN THE 5TH SET.  THERE WERE SIX

 5 SETTERS ALTOGETHER AND AFTER EIGHT GAMES THE SCORE WAS 4-4.  NOAH WAS THE LAST PLAYER UP AND ONCE AGAIN IT WAS ANOTHER GREAT GAME AND ONCE AGAIN IT WENT TO THE 5TH SET WITH NOAH LOSING IT 12/10 WHICH GAVE BELFAST THE WIN.     RESULT 5-4.

WELL DONE TO ALL THE PLAYERS FOR MAKING IT AN ENJOYABLE AND COMPETITIVE MATCH PLAYED IN THE SPIRIT IN WHICH IT IS MEANT TO BE PLAYED.

