2010

LEINSTER LEAGUE
Versus

BELFAST AND DISTRICT LEAGUE

DIVISION 1

TIBOR, DAVE BUTLER, DARA MELINN

DIVISION 2

ALAN HANLON, ALAN O’ REILLY, STEPHEN KEENAN

DIVISION 3

IAN RITCHIE, JIMMY FLEMING, NIGEL BYRNE

THE LEINSTER LEAGUE AGAINST THE BELFAST & DISTRICT LEAGUE MATCH TOOK PLACE ON SATURDAY 27TH MARCH IN SPORTSCO.

DIVISION 1:  This match was a battle right from the start. Pat O’Brien was originally scheduled to play but he hurt his back and Dave Butler stepped in at the last minute.

In this highly competitive division the players needed to be on top form and they all played extremely well. After the first 3 games we were down 1-2 .  Tibor then played Belfast’s no 1  What a game He won it in 3 sets 11/9,  11/9,  11/9,  It could not have been closer.  

Dave had a tough match against Martin Pickles who had unbelievable rubbers and just could not get to grips with them.  Dara won the next match in straight sets to make it 3 all.  

Next up was Tibor against Martin, although it took him a while to get used to the rubbers he beat him in yhe fourth set to make it 4-3.  Dara fought really hard against their no.1 but lost in the 4th set it was now 4-4 and all to play for. Dave went all the way but unfortunately lost 11/5  in the fifth set.    RESULT 4 – 5

DIVISION 2:  This match appeared to be a very easy win for Leinster but there were a lot of very tight games and had Belfast got the odd break anything could have happened.  Stephen beat Tom Donnelly 11/9 in the 5th set and won his other 2 games  4TH set  12/10 and 11/9.  Alan Hanlon lost his first singles to Jay Mc Allister but won his next 2 in straight sets.  ALAN O’ REILLY WON his 3 and also had some very close scores 11/9 and 13/11. IN HIS GAME AGAINST JAY MC ALLISTER HE LOST THE FIRST SET BUT WON THE NEXT TWO.   RESULT 8-1.
DIVISION 3;  THIS MATCH I THINK WAS THE MOST EXCITING.  THIS WAS A REAL BATTLE FROM THE WORD GO.  JIMMY LOST THE FIRST IN THE 4TH SET, TOW OF THE SCORES BEING 12/10 AND 9/11.  IAN WON THE NEXT ALSO IN THE 4TH SET.  NIGEL LOST IN A CLOSE THREE SETTER AND JIM STERLING BEAT IAN 12/14 IN THE 4TH SET TO LEAVE LEINSTER TRAILING 1-3.  WE THEN GOT A GOOD RUN WITH THE THREE LADS WINNING THE NEXT THREE SINGLES IN STRAIGHT SETS  TO MAKE IT 4-3.  JIM STERLING AGAIN WON FOR BELFAST TO MAKE IT 4-4 AND ALL THE PRESSURE WAS ON JIMMY FLEMING.  AND DID HE KEEP US ON THE EDGE OF OUR SEATS?  HE CERTAINLY DID.  HE LOST THE FIRST, WON THE SECOND, LOST THE THIRD, WON THE FOURTH AND WAS LEADING 8-4 IN THE 5TH BUT LET HIS OPPONENT COME BACK TO 10/10.  HE KEPT HIS COOL AND WON THE MATCH 13/11.  A GREAT GAME.     RESULT 5-4.

WELL DONE TO ALL THE PLAYERS FOR MAKING IT AN ENJOYABLE AND COMPETITIVE MATCH PLAYED IN THE SPIRIT IN WHICH IT IS MEANT TO BE PLAYED.  TWO OUT THREE AIN’T BAD.  MAYBE NEXT YEAR WE’LL DO THE TREBLE.

TERRI MC KEON

